
TUTORING A
CITIZENSHIP STUDENT
• CITIZENSHIP PROCESS

• IDEAS & RESOURCES FOR TUTORING

• QUESTIONS / DISCUSSION



CITIZENSHIP PROCESS
• ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

• APPLICATION

• TEST



ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

18 5 5 3 Eligible!

If you can 
pass!

YearsYearsYears Old Months





We do not help 
students with 

filling out 
USCIS Forms

N-400
CITIZENSHIP APPLICATION



N-400
CITIZENSHIP APPLICATION

Parts
1 - 11



N-400
CITIZENSHIP APPLICATION

Part
12



• Fee: $640 + $85 biometric fee

• Fee Waiver: for income below 150% of HHS 
Poverty Guidelines. 

• Must file Request for Fee Waiver form.

• Fee Reduction: for income between 150% and 
200% of HHS Poverty Guidelines. 

• Must file Reduced Fee Request form. 

N-400
CITIZENSHIP APPLICATION



N-400
CITIZENSHIP APPLICATION

Low Cost Legal Help



≈ 1 
month Alexandria, 

VA



≈ 1 
month Alexandria, 

VA



≈ 4 to 5 
months

Fairfax, 
VA



Immigration and Nationality Act provides that applicants 
for naturalization demonstrate:

•an understanding of the English language, including an 
ability to read, write, and speak words in ordinary usage

•knowledge of U.S. government and history (civics)
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• 100 Questions
• Correctly answer 6 out of 10

CIVICS



• Principles of American Democracy
• System of Government
• Rights and Responsibilities
• American History:
• Colonial Period and Independence
• 1800s
• 1900s - 2001

• Symbols & Holidays
• Geography

CIVICS



Questions are asked orally

Who was president 
during World War I?

USCIS
Officer

CIVICS



USCIS strongly recommends using their 
provided responses

We recommend learning 
ONE 

of the correct responses

What is one 
power of the 

federal 
government?

CIVICS



CIVICS RESOURCES
FOR TUTORING



CIVICS RESOURCES
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READING TEST



• What is the capital of the U.S.?
• Who elects the president of the United States?
• Name the city where the president lives.

READINGTEST



Who was George 
Washington?

Read this 
sentence.

USCIS
Officer



Pass:
• Read one sentence without extended pauses, out 
of 3 chances

• Read all content words but may omit short 
words that do not interfere with meaning

• May make pronunciation or intonation errors 
that do not interfere with meaning

READINGTEST
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Understanding
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WRITING TEST



• Washington D.C. is the capital. 
• Citizens elect the president. 
• The president lives in Washington, D.C.

WRITINGTEST



Write this sentence: 
Washington was the 

first president.

_______
_______
__

Washington was 

the first president. 

USCIS
Officer

• Officer can repeat 
the sentence.

• Repeating 3 times is 
reasonable. 

• Officer’s discretion if 
taking too long.



Pass:
• Has the same general meaning as the sentence
• May contain some grammatical, spelling, punctuation, or 
capitalization errors that don’t interfere w/ meaning
• May omit short words that don’t interfere w/ meaning
• Numbers may be spelled out or written as digits
• No abbreviations for full words in sentence

WRITING TEST





READING & WRITING
RESOURCES FOR TUTORING











READING & WRITING RESOURCES



















Writing 
in English

Reading 
in English
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100
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SPEAKING & UNDERSTANDING

SMALL TALK



SMALL TALK COMMANDS

• Please follow me.

• Please remain standing and raise 
your right hand.

• Please be seated.

• Please hand me your _______.

• Sign your name here. 

SPEAKING & UNDERSTANDING



ANSWERING N-400 QUESTIONS & 
ANY FOLLOW UP QUESTIONS

Parts
1 - 11



ANSWERING N-400 QUESTIONS & 
ANY FOLLOW UP QUESTIONS

Part 12
Yes & No 
Questions



ANSWERING N-400 QUESTIONS & 
ANY FOLLOW UP QUESTIONS



Do you 
support the 
Constitution 
and form of 

government of 
the U.S.?

Do you 
understand 
the full Oath 
of Allegiance 
to the U.S.?

Are you willing 
to take the full 

Oath of 
Allegiance to 

the U.S.?



If the law requires it, 
are you willing to…

Bear arms 
on behalf of 

the U.S.?

Perform non-
combatant 

services in the 
US Armed 
Forces?

Perform work 
of national 
importance 

under civilian 
direction?



“USCIS Officers are required to repeat and rephrase questions 
until the Officer is satisfied that the applicant either fully 
understands the question or does not understand English. If the 
applicant generally understands and can respond meaningfully to 
questions relevant to the determination of eligibility, the 
applicant has demonstrated the ability to speak English” 

- USCIS Test Scoring Guidelines

SPEAKING & UNDERSTANDING



Promise to tell 
the truth



To check your 
English, the 

officer might
ask what a 

question means. 



Do you swear or affirm that 
the statements you will give 
today will be the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth?

Photo credit: www.amtec.us.com

USCIS
Officer

http://www.amtec.us.com/


I do.

Do you swear or affirm that 
the statements you will give 
today will be the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth?

Photo credit: www.amtec.us.com

USCIS
Officer

What did you 
promise?

http://www.amtec.us.com/


I do.

Do you swear or affirm that 
the statements you will give 
today will be the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth?

Photo credit: www.amtec.us.com

USCIS
Officer

What did you 
promise?

I promised to tell the 
truth.

http://www.amtec.us.com/


Photo credit: www.amtec.us.com

USCIS
Officer Do you understand the full 

Oath of Allegiance?

http://www.amtec.us.com/


Yes.What is the Oath of 
Allegiance?

Photo credit: www.amtec.us.com

USCIS
Officer Do you understand the full 

Oath of Allegiance?

http://www.amtec.us.com/


Yes.What is the Oath of 
Allegiance?

promise to be loyal to the 
United States

Photo credit: www.amtec.us.com

USCIS
Officer Do you understand the full 

Oath of Allegiance?

http://www.amtec.us.com/


SPEAKING & UNDERSTANDING
RESOURCES FOR TUTORING











Question Words

Conversation/N-400 Civics Sample Reading Test 
Questions

Who Who did you bring with you 
today? 

Who is one of your state’s U.S. 
Senators now?

Who elects the President?

What What is your spouse’s full legal 
name?

What does the President’s 
cabinet do?

What country is south of the 
United States?

Where Where did you live previously? Where is the Statue of 
Liberty?

Where does Congress meet?

When When did you last travel out of 
the United States?

When was the Declaration of 
Independence adopted?

When is Columbus Day?

Why Why do you want to become a 
citizen?

Why do some states have 
more representatives than 
other states?

Why do people come to 
America?



Example Questions Response Options

How long…? Amount of time • How long was your trip?
• How long have you lived there?
• How long did you work there?
• How long have you been married?

# unit of time (“3 weeks”)

Since date (“Since 2015”)

How much…? Amount • How much time were you there?
• How much do you weigh?

# unit (“3 weeks”, “160 pounds”)

How many…? Number • How many children do you have?
• How many times have you been 

married?
• How many trips have you taken out of 

the country in the last five years?

#

Question Words



Clarifications

• Is that right?
• Right?
• Correct?
• Do I have that right?
• Yes?

• Yes
• That’s right
• That’s correct
• No, it is _______
• No, that has changed 

since I filled out the 
application. Now ____













We can do a 
practice 

interview in 
person or on 

Zoom









CITIZENSHIP PROCESS
A FEW FINAL POINTS



TEST EXEMPTIONS

•Age/Number of years living in US with a green card

• If your student has had a green card for 15+ years 

AND they are 50+ years old, talk to me J

• Medical Certification for Disability Exemptions
• May be eligible for exemption from English &/or Civics 

requirements



TEST ACCOMODATIONS



WHAT HAPPENS IFYOU PASS?

✔

✔

Oath Ceremony 
≈ 1 month later



WHAT HAPPENS IFYOU DON’T PASS?

2nd chance 
interview
≈ 3 months 

later



TUTORING A
CITIZENSHIP STUDENT
• CITIZENSHIP PROCESS

• IDEAS & RESOURCES FOR TUTORING

• QUESTIONS / DISCUSSION


