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’The Basics



eed to understand

ill not happen overnight
oughtfully
east a little bit every lesson




orrect

error drastically affects communication

e error creates a different word, particularly if that
n embarrassing situation for the student

rst learning new vocabulary
e focus of the lesson is on pronunciation



{0 correct

ecting would interrupt the flow of conversation
e error is significantly beyond the student’s current
e error is engrained
rrecting the student would harm confidence




‘What to look for



)nunciation and placement

t pronunciation
terns




e sound vibrating?
Is the sound vibrating?

your lips doing?

our tongue doing?
your teeth doing?




asy: a, e, i, 0, u, and sometimesy

hat IS it?




a speech sound that is made without significant
on of the flow of air from the lungs.

ue can be at various heights in the mouth (e.g., hig
at various positions (front, central, or back).

can be variously rounded (cf. a long O and E).



he next few slides

alects influence pronunciation

3s (at least) three Standard American Pronunciatio
/Jor/, and /Ju:r/

e way your students will hear it.




can, hat
/eI/ /a/ cane, bait
/ear/ /ar/ air, hare
/a:/ /a/ father
Jar/ /ar/ arm

/e/ /é/ bet, head
[i:/ /e/ meet, beat
/1ar/ [ir/ here

/1/ N/ pit

/a1/ 1/ my, light
/o/ /0/ hot

no, know

Phonemic Symbol AHD Symbol’ m Phonemic Symbol AHD Symbol m
/a/ /6/

/2:/ caught
[ar/ /or/ north
/o1/ /oi/ joy, noise
o/ /oo/ took
[oar/ Joor/ tour

fu:/ oo/ soon
Jav/ Jou/ out

/N /u/ cut

/3r/ /ar/ word

/a/ /a/ about, the
/ar/ [ar/ butter

/iu:/ /yoo/ view




ent

Middle

Hate /e1/

Head /g/

Hat /ee/

Nasal Cavity

/

!
Pharynx ‘\
Epiglottis |
Larynx opening
into pharynx

Esophagus




o called “Sliding” or “Gliding” vowels) are two vowel so
reated by sliding one mouth position to another.

e /o1/ as in “toy”
* /ea/ as in “pair”
I”

e /19/ as in “mea
e /ua/ asin “sure”



e vowels that are followed by the letter |
e pronunciation of that vowel.

e /air/ as in “fire”
e /or/ asin “store”
e /ear/ as in “air”

e /jor/ asin “cure”




onsonant?
3rything that’s not a vowel.

consonant?




nd produced by:
s with or without release (p, b; t, d; k, g),

g (m, n, ng),
ering (f, v; s, z, etc.),

air from the lungs.




Phonemic Symbol | AHD Symbol’ Phonemic AHD Symbol
Symbol

boy, cabin pink, hip
/tI/ /ch/ cheer, itch, cello /r/ /r/ rest, far
/d/ /d/ dog, bed /s/ /s/ sink, mess
/f/ /f/ fill, phone, life she, special
/g/ /g/ go, log Jt/ Jt/ tiny, little
/h/ /h/ his, cohort the, bathe
/d3/ /i/ joy, giant, budge thin, bath

/k/ /k/ cat, king, lack v/ v/ view, weave
J1/ J1/ long, ill /w/ /w/ win, when
/m/ /m/ my, team /i/ /y/ you, mayor?
/n/ /n/ no, knife /z/ /z/ Z00, rise
sing, thing /3/ /zh/ leisure, beige

'American Heritage Dictionary
2While the IPA symbol for this so




ritten together that make one sound:

* Kn
* Wr
e -ck
* -SS
e -tch







ained actor or singer what will be the quickest t
I more easily understood on stage, and they will te

the final consonant sound.
p final consonants, and it will make someone almost instan




irst syllable of: * Stress the last syllable

o-syllable nouns (examples: * Most two-syllable verb
, TAble) reQUIRE, deCIDE)

o-syllable adjectives * Exceptions: e hoTEL e e
es: CLEver, SPAcious)

llow these rules when the word is both a noun and a ver

* PROgress and proGRESS
* RECord and reCORD



second-to-last syllable of:
at end in -ic (examples: ecSTATic, geoGRAPHic)
ending in -sion and -tion (examples: exTENsion, retriBUtio




hird-from-last syllable of:

hat end in -cy, -ty, -phy and -gy (examples: deMOCracy, u
phy, radiOLogy)

that end in -al (examples: exCEPtional, CRItical)




irst syllable in three syllable words ending in —¢
e MA-na-ger




erns of Compound Word

irst syllable of * Follow the stress patte
d nouns second word in compou
ball adjectives

e old-FAshioned

e stress pattern of the * bad-TEMPered

ord in compound verbs
Nditioned



First Language Interference



/d3/ and /j/ because the letter “j” in Spanish make the /
e /d3/ sound in English.

/v/ and /w/ are switched from the English sounds.




t don’t exist in first langu

n languages don’t have a distinct /I/ and /r/ but r
at is intermediate between the two.

is sound will have a /r/ sound when medial but mor
hen terminal. It’s rarely used as an initial sound.



don’t exist in first lang

English Arabic Dari Pashto Spanish Turkish

Diphthongs 13 2 11 7 6




at don’t exist in first lang

/ are rare phonemes. Of the LVCA students, it o
nanish (in some dialects), Turkic, and Arabic (in sa




General Advice



mayor

d listen

e Odd one out

* With vowels: heat/sez

* With consonants:
plays/place/space

* Tongue twisters

e “Clear Speech” by Jud




oroving Pronunciation

hat you hear
practice, practice







