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Types of Vocabulary

Vocabulary:
All the words a person knows 

the meaning of

Oral Print

Re
ce

pt
iv

e
Ex

pr
es

si
ve

Listening 
Vocabulary

Reading 
Vocabulary

Speaking 
Vocabulary

Writing 
Vocabulary
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Listening Vocabulary

• Receptive-Oral
• Words we understand when 

we hear them

• Receptive-Print
• Words we understand when 

we read them

Reading Vocabulary
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Speaking Vocabulary

• Expressive-Oral
• Words we use to express our 

ideas in conversation

• Expressive-Print
• Words we use to express our 

ideas in print

Writing Vocabulary
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Three Tiers of 
Vocabulary

• Tier 3 → Low Frequency & 
Academic
• Level 4 & Transitions

Basic

Low 
Frequency & 

Academic 

High Utility 
& Frequency

• Tier 1 → Basic Words
• Level Basic & Level 1

• Tier 2 → High Utility & 
Frequency
• Level 2 & Level 3
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Tier One

• Commonly used in spoke 
language

• Rarely have multiple 
meanings

• Sight words, nouns, verbs, 
common adjectives

• About 8,000 word families in 
English

• Book, boy, dog, car, run, sit, 
eat, blue, green, big, little

Basic
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Tier Two

• High frequency across a 
variety of usages (work, 
school, conversation)

• Important for reading 
comprehension

• Some may have multiple 
meanings

• About 7,000 word families
• Fortunate, industrious, 

measure

High Utility 
& Frequency
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Tier Three

• Low frequency words that 
occur in a specific area 
(school subject, hobby, 
occupation, technology, etc.)

• About 400,000 words
• Economics, asphalt, sauté, 

appendix, crank shaft)  

Low 
Frequency & 

Academic 
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Teaching Vocabulary

• Start with Tier One
• Common words
• Foundation for everyday life

• Pictures
• Gestures
• Realia
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Teaching Vocabulary

• Add in Tier Two
• Words your student will 

encounter in multiple contexts
• Start with the most likely way 

the student will experience the 
word

• Then add other possibilities 
one at a time 

• Don’t overwhelm with too 
many at once
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Teaching Vocabulary

• Add in Tier Three
• Choose words focused on 

your student’s goals
• Teach words in context

• How will they use this word at 
work?

• How will they use this word at a 
doctor’s appointment?

• Will this word appear on their 
citizenship test?
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Steps for Teaching 
Vocabulary

1. Introduce the word

Write the word and 
pronounce it a few times

Break long words into 
syllables and tap out 
syllables, emphasizing the 
stressed syllable

Lead students in quick 
pronunciation practice

SILL’-a-ble 
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Steps for Teaching 
Vocabulary

1. Introduce the word
2. Explain the word 

clearly

• Use student-friendly language

• Focus on a single definition, 
even if the word has multiple 
meanings

• Don’t overdo it
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Steps for Teaching 
Vocabulary

1. Introduce the word
2. Explain the word 

clearly
3. Build on the 

definition

• Provide/create pictures to 
help with understanding

• Create sentences to show 
usage

• Connect word to real-life 
usage

• Provide easy-to-understand 
examples or synonyms
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Steps for Teaching 
Vocabulary

1. Introduce the word
2. Explain the word 

clearly
3. Build on the 

definition
4. Engage learners in 

structured oral & 
written tasks

• Practice using the new 
vocabulary in conversation

• Practice sentences or 
dialogues to show uses

• Create dialogues together 
using the new words
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Teaching Vocabulary

• Teach vocabulary explicitly
• Be care about teaching too 

many words within a 
language group

• Use cognates

Červená
Oranžová 

žltá
Zelená
Modrá

Indigová
Fialová
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Teaching Vocabulary

• Preteach
• Teach the words BEFORE they 

see them in a reading passage

• Review
• It can take 12-20 encounters 

with a word for it to stick
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Teaching Vocabulary

• Timely Repetition
• Schedule reviews into your 

lesson plans – ideally some 
vocabulary review every 
lesson

• Encourage student to review 
vocabulary a few hours after 
every lesson and again a few 
days after the lesson

Č
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Teaching Vocabulary

Č

• Make sure you know the 
words you’re teaching
• Does it always mean the same 

thing?
• Are there times when it isn’t 

the right word for that 
meaning?

• Is there a nuance to it?
Hideous = extremely bad
That movie was hideous!

To fancy = to really like someone

“She fancies her uncle.”
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Teaching Vocabulary
(the bad news)

• Some words must be learned 
by rote
• Prepositions!
• Signal words

• Conjunctions 
• Adverbs
• Adverbial phrases

Exposure

Memorize

Practice
Review

Practice
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Activities for 
Learning Vocabulary
• Assess student’s familiarity 

with new words

Level 1

I don’t know this 
word at all

Level 2

I’ve seen/heard it, 
but I’m not sure 
what it means

Level 3

I recognize it 
when I see/hear 
it, but I don’t use 

it in my own 
speaking/writing

Level 4

I know and use 
this word.
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Activities for 
Learning Vocabulary
• Create a WordWall (personal 

dictionary)
• Can be done on paper or 

online with Google Docs
• Add as many columns as you 

like to help the student 
remember

Word Definition Sentence Picture
1
.

Crutch Something to help a 
person with a 
broken leg walk

He needed a 
crutch after he 
hurt is ankle. 

2
. 

Xray A picture used by 
doctors to see 
bones inside a body

The boy needed 
an xray to see if 
he had a broken 
leg.

3
. 

accident Something bad that 
happened by 
chance

He broke his leg 
in the bicycle 
accident.
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Activities for 
Learning Vocabulary
• Vocabulary Bingo

• Create/find a bingo card to 
practice new vocabulary

• www.eslactivities.com/bingo.
php
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Activities for 
Learning Vocabulary
• Play games like Pictionary

Pictionary
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Activities for 
Learning Vocabulary
• Use matching and fill-in-the-

black activities
• Start easy: match word to 

definition
• Get harder: insert word into a 

sentence (give the word bank)
• Even harder: remove the word 

bank.
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Activities for 
Learning Vocabulary
• Practice writing with 

sentence starters
• Move to more open-ended 

writing with a theme and 
chosen vocabulary

Write three sentences using at lease 5 of these words:
Appliance Stove Salesperson Store
Refrigerator Microwave Kitchen Expensive
Price tag Customer Heavy Cheap
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Additional 
Resources

• Our Library!
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Additional 
Resources

• Our Library!



Č

Re
so

ur
ce

s

56

Resources

57

Additional 
Resources

• Our Library!
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Additional 
Resources

• Our website!
• www.literacyforall.org/tutor-

resources
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Questions?
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