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Using 
conversation to 
work on other 

things

• Pronunciation

• Vocabulary

• Grammar

• Confidence

• Your relationship
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Questions we will explore

• What conversational skills do strong English speakers use?

• What learning standards can we address through conversation-
focused instruction?

• How can we help our students explicitly build & practice those 
skills?



What conversational skills do strong 
English speakers use?



Use Exclamations Ask Follow Up Questions



Confirm understanding and ask for clarification

• Just to confirm, you said…
• To clarify, you said…
• If  I understood you correctly, …
• Did I hear you right? …
• So, you said…is that right?



Repeat or rephrase what the other person said

“I got a new job.”         “You got a new job!”

“I’m going to visit my family next month.”        “You’re going next month?”

“My father fell last weekend.”         “Oh no - he fell?”



Make polite corrections if  the person misunderstands

• I am going to visit family next month.
• You’re going next week?
• No - not until next month. 



Initiate Small Talk

• How was your weekend?
• Do you have any plans for…?
• What do you think about…?
• Have you heard…?
• How about this weather? 



Introduce a topic

• Last week you mentioned…How did 
that go?

• I meant to ask you…
• I wanted to tell you…
• I have some news. 



Use sequence & time cues

• First…then…

• What happened next? 



Use body language to show interest

• Eye contact
• Facial expression
• Head position & movement
• Arm position
• Body position



Conversation Skills

• Making exclamations
• Asking follow up questions
• Introducing a topic

• Initiating small talk
• Using sequence/time cues
• Using body language

• Confirming understanding & asking for clarification
• Repeating / rephrasing what the other person said
• Making polite corrections if  the person misunderstands you



What learning standards can we address 
through conversation-focused instruction?



Standards in Conversation-Focused Lessons
1. Constructing Meaning

2. Exchanging Information

3. Speaking & Writing

4. Constructing Claims

5. Conducting Research

6. Analyzing Arguments

7. Adapting Language

8. Vocabulary

9. Clear Speech & Text

10.Conventions

Basic Level

2.4 Sharing simple information



1. Constructing Meaning

2. Exchanging Information

3. Speaking & Writing

4. Constructing Claims

5. Conducting Research

6. Analyzing Arguments

7. Adapting Language

8. Vocabulary

9. Clear Speech & Text

10.Conventions

Level 2

Standards in Conversation-Focused Lessons

2.9 Asking questions to gain 
information or to clarify 
understanding



1. Constructing Meaning

2. Exchanging Information

3. Speaking & Writing

4. Constructing Claims

5. Conducting Research

6. Analyzing Arguments

7. Adapting Language

8. Vocabulary

9. Clear Speech & Text

10.Conventions

Level 4

Standards in Conversation-Focused Lessons

3.3 Developing the topic with 
relevant details, concepts, examples 
and information



1. Constructing Meaning

2. Exchanging Information

3. Speaking & Writing

4. Constructing Claims

5. Conducting Research

6. Analyzing Arguments

7. Adapting Language

8. Vocabulary

9. Clear Speech & Text

10.Conventions

Level 1

Standards in Conversation-Focused Lessons

4.2 Introducing a topic, experience or 
event



1. Constructing Meaning

2. Exchanging Information

3. Speaking & Writing

4. Constructing Claims

5. Conducting Research

6. Analyzing Arguments

7. Adapting Language

8. Vocabulary

9. Clear Speech & Text

10.Conventions

7.3 Adopting appropriate formal & 
informal style & tone in spoken 
language

9.3 Using a variety of  transitions in 
speech

Level 3

Standards in Conversation-Focused Lessons



How can we help our students explicitly 
build & practice conversation skills?



Scaffolding



Question &/or Sentence Frames

Question Frames

• What are your plans for ____?

• How many ____ do you have?

Sentence Frames

• I am going to _______.

• I have ____ children.



Chronology Frames

Chronology Question Frames

• What happened next?

• What did you do after that?

Chronology Sentence Frames

• First, ___________.
• Next, ___________.
• Then, ___________.



Dialogue Scripts

Person A: I have a cold.
Person B: I am sorry. I hope you get better soon.

Person B: I have a sore shoulder.
Person A: Oh no! I hope it feels better soon.



Dialogue Scripts 
with Sentence Frames

Person A: I have a cold.
Person B: I am sorry. I hope you get better soon.

Person B: I have a ______________.
Person A: Oh no! I hope you feel better soon.



Question Queue

The student has a list 
of  questions to choose 
from that they can use 
during a conversation 
with you.

You can provide the list or you and the 
student can create the list together



Word List

• You agree on a list of  5 
words related to a particular 
topic. 

• Each of  you has to use 
those 5 words during a 
conversation together. 



Video Conversation Examples

https://eduteach.es/videos/english-course/english-conversation-1.html



Scaffolds



How can we help our students explicitly 
build & practice conversation skills?



Apprenticeship



Apprenticeship

I do We do You do

Teacher 
Models

Teacher & 
Student do 
it together

Student 
Practices 

with 
Guidance



• Making exclamations
• Asking follow up questions

• Confirming /asking for clarification
• Repeating / Rephrasing 
• Making polite corrections

• Initiating Small Talk
• Introducing a topic
• Using sequence / time cues

• Using body language 

Apprenticeship

I do

We do

You do



How can we help our students explicitly 
build & practice conversation skills?



Talking



Photo Prompt

• Student Photo from that week
• Tutor Photo from that week
• Current events photo
• Topic-specific photo (nature, 

food, school)



Reading Prompt



Role Play



Famous Facts

• You and your student each gets a list of  
facts about a famous person or event 
(ideally, pick a logical pair and things of  
interest to your student)
• You have to learn about each other’s 

topic by asking & answering questions 
about them. 



Small Talk Topic of  the Week

•Weather

• Arts/Entertainment

• Sports

• Family

• Food

•Work

• Travel

•Hobbies

•Hometown

•Holidays



Speaking & Listening 
Test Review 



Talking



• Photo Prompt
• Reading Prompt
• Role Play
• Famous Facts
• Small Talk Topic of  the 

Week
• Speaking & Listening 

Review

• Question Frames
• Sentence Frames
• Dialogue Scripts
• Question Queue
• Word List
• Video Conversation 

Examples

I do

We do

You do

• Apprenticeship


