
Welcome to 

“Pronunciation Z to A / a to z!” 

Presenter:  Holly Dilatush

holly@dilatush.com

(434) 960.7177 

https://sevenh.ning.com/groups/tutors

Get to know each other activity:   

Please introduce yourselves to others at your table.  Find the 

conversation cards.  Take one and read your question aloud:  

Let the conversation flow from there!  

Feel free to browse through the other materials on your table, too.

mailto:holly@dilatush.com
https://sevenh.ning.com/groups/tutors


AGENDA:  

• Welcome, Introductions, objectives

• Z to A pronunciation (idioms, expressions, activities)

• Post-it activity (mirrors, rubber bands, rulers)

• Realia (ex:  greeting card, little books on tables, bills, 

menus, etc.)

• Cozy!

• Pronunciation textbook resources (& activity)

• [Idioms & Poetry]

• 7H and Tutors’ Corner intro / resources there

• Apps?  Dictionaries?  

• LVCA resources (tutors’ resources page)

• Thank you!   Share your stories, please 



Please do not take my 

personal items 

(mirrors, text books, quote 

collections, etc.) 

home with you.



Please note that the photos in this PowerPoint 

(with the exception of the screenshots of the 

website I manage (7H), are not mine.  Please 

don’t share or use them, except tutor to tutor; 

thanks.



Holly Dilatush:  

• Prior Literacy Volunteer Tutor, Tutor Trainer, Board 

Member

• Prior GED, Basic Literacy, ESOL teacher, Volunteer 

Coordinator, Distance Learning Coordinator, Founder of 

Dialogue Café:  Charlottesville City Schools Adult 

Learning Center

• TESOL Principles & Practices of Online Teaching 

Certificate

• Visiting Professor, Catholic University of Korea: 2005 & 2006

• Masters Adult Education and Training:  2007-2009

• Online Community Manager, Facilitator of classes:  2009 

through present (currently 3+ hours of weekly live classes)

• Tutors’ Corner volunteer, LVCA, present



YOU! 

Post-It ACTIVITY:  



Positions:

teeth 

tongue

jaw

cheeks 

lips

(roof of your mouth?)     (eyes?)

What happens with every vowel sound/syllable 

you speak?



Holly’s 10 words:

1. ship

2. sheep

3. perplexing

4. conduct (verb)

5. conduct (noun)

6. produce (verb)

7. produce (noun)

8. pacify (verb)

9. Pacific (noun)

10. specific



A useful activity to try with the learners you are working with:

Make it a routine assignment for them to come to the tutoring 

sessions with a list of 5 to 10 words, phrases, short sentences.

(but do NOT have them show you this list!)

Keep the words/phrases RELEVANT to interests, needs, target 

pronunciation skills.  Practice with RECORDINGS that they prepare 

ahead of time and you listen to together. 

Have them read/play their list to/for you, repeating each word/phrase:

Sample list:     1. three-thirty PM    2. His arm hurt.    3.  a room with a view    

4. ordinarily / ordinary 5.  established order

Example:  

1. Three-thirty PM   /   three-thirty PM    /   three-thirty PM 

2. His arm hurt.   /  His arm hurt.   /  His arm hurt.
(and so on)



Quick    s-t-r-e-t-c-h

Post your post-its on the board (dividers)

Everyone welcome to:

• stretch a little 

• practice TPR (total physical response) 

• emphasizing syllable stress, word stress

• mirror work

• more conversation card Q & A but with a stronger focus on 

speaking clearly, enunciating and exaggerating the 

pronunciation.



Z to A:

Zip-a-dee-doo-dah, zip-a-dee-ay

My, oh, my, what a wonderful day

Plenty of sunshine headin' my way

Zip-a-dee-doo-dah, zip-a-dee-ay!

*share true story:  Gary Carkin



Z to A:       /th/     /b/

“through thick and thin” 

“That’s the way the ball bounces.” 



Z to A:       /u/     /t/    /a/

You say tomato, and I say ________.



Z to A:       /w/

Pucker up!  (buttercup)



Z to A:       /f/   /b/   /p/

Bite your tongue!

*oops!*  I meant to say:

What letter is produced by (gently) 

biting your lower lip?



Z to A:       /g/    /w/    /z/

Gosh, golly, gee.

Gee whiz!

* Which way do you say it: 

(hard G or soft G)?



Z to A:           /a/    /g/

”an arm and a leg”

* vowels followed by /r/



Complete this line:

To err is human,
________________________.
Now use your mirrors, and practice 

MOUTHING this sentence, exaggerating 

the sound shaping.  FEEL the changes.  

Practice describing how your mouth moves to produce 

different sounds.

[…to forgive, divine.]



Discussion / Sharing:

• How might you use any of the ideas 

presented so far today with the 

tutees/learners you are working with?

• “Cozy” story

• Activity:  pronunciation textbooks  



krtek



Add to the mutual enjoyment and relevance of 

sessions, learn more about what is important in 

learners’ lives, by encouraging them to bring in 

one or more items of ‘realia’ each week.  Use 

your imagination to help teach expanded 

vocabulary, cultural similarities/differences, more.



7H (https://sevenh.ning.com), is a site I founded and manage, 

serving as tech editor, community manager, class facilitator, 

and more.

To join our online Tutors’ Corner space, you must first join 7H.

You are WELCOME to participate on 7H as often as you like, 

but your posts there on the main 7H site are NOT private.

After you join 7H, I’ll invite you to our Tutors’ Corner space, 

which IS private (the main 7H members cannot view our Tutors’ 

Corner space without my authorization, and I only grant 

authorization to LVCA tutors and staff.

Once you have taken this second step of joining our Tutors’ 

Corner group, I am happy to help you with settings to your 

preference (so you don’t receive more notifications than you 

wish to.

https://sevenh.ning.com/
























Apps?   Videos?    Dictionaries?    

Online resources?

https://youtube.com/user/JenniferESL/featured

https://rachelsenglish.com

http://macmillaneducationapps.com/soundspron/

https://memrise.com/courses/english/english/

http://www.ipachart.com/ https://tophonetics.com/

powerthesaurus.org // Oxford, Collins, Merriam-Webster, other dictionaries

Lots of others!  Which have you and/or the learners you work with 

found most helpful?

https://youtube.com/user/JenniferESL/featured
https://rachelsenglish.com/
http://macmillaneducationapps.com/soundspron/
https://memrise.com/courses/english/english/
http://www.ipachart.com/
https://tophonetics.com/








Breakout Activities:   YOUR CHOICE

• Experiment / Practice with any of the ideas 

presented today

• Check out the materials/activities/ideas on 

the dividers 

• Partner up and discuss practical applications 

for your current tutor/tutee match

• Browse textbooks

• Ask questions

• Sign up for to join 7H! (and the Tutors’ Corner)
• Socialize 



I hope you enjoyed yourself, found at least one useable 

idea to implement.

Feedback, suggestions welcome.   EVALUATIONS!

See you at/in the Tutors’ Corner?


