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What is MedlinePlus?

• “MedlinePlus is a service of the National Library of 
Medicine (NLM), the world's largest medical library, which 
is part of the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Our 
mission is to present high-quality, relevant health and 
wellness information that is trusted, easy to understand, 
and free of advertising, in both English and Spanish. 
Anywhere, anytime, on any device—for free.”

- https://medlineplus.gov/about/



What does that mean?

•All information in MedlinePlus is: 

• sourced from about 500 trusted organizations

• available in both English and Spanish, with some 
information available in additional languages

• written between a fifth and eighth grade level



Features of the 
MedlinePlus 
homepage, 1



Features of the 
MedlinePlus 
homepage, 2



Homepage 
Subsections: 

Health Topics



Health Topics: 
Diabetes Mellitus 
(from the link on the 
Health Topics page) 



Homepage 
Subsections: 
Health Topics



Health Topics: 
the Ds
(from the A-Z list)



Scroll down 
the page 
until we find 
“diabetes”



The 
Diabetes 
page



More on the 
diabetes page



Searching MedlinePlus: it’s meant to be easy!

•Options for HOW to search
•A-Z
•Topics
•Search box



Searching MedlinePlus: the searchbox

• Prominent searchbox
• Predictive text

• Predictive topics

• Phrases "health services research”

• Automatically expands your search with synonyms

• searching for the word swelling, automatically also retrieves edema

• NOT case sensitive

• You CAN search using special characters- will retrieve all
• If you search for niño, your results will include pages that contain the 

word niño or nino

• Spelling
• MedlinePlus will suggest replacements if term isn’t recognized



Searching 
MedlinePlus via 
the search box



Results Page

• Results List

• Ways to refine 
results:
• Type 
• Format





Back to the 
homepage



Easy-to-Read 
Health 
Information



Health Information in 
Multiple Languages
(find by language)



Health Information in 
Multiple Languages
(find by topic)



Depression:
available 
languages



Back to 
the 

homepage



The About 
Section



Content Review 
& Updates



Questions? krb3k@virginia.edu


