Table of Contents

Special Section: Stories from the Past 40 Years.................... 3

Over the course of four decades, students at Literacy Volunteers have been
sharing their stories with the community. As their reading and writing skills
developed, they put pen to paper to tell us about their lives— the joys of their
families, their cultures, and their struggles. Here are some of our favorites
from past LVCA newsletters and publications.

My Heroes by Curtis Johnson .........coooooviii . 3

My Old Home by William Henry Gray.......ccooevviiiiiiiiiniinnn. 5

Special Room of My Memory by Jing Lan Gao .................. 6

It’s My Pleasure by Saiko Sugiharo.............oo 7

Mother by Charles Martin......ccccoveuviiiiiiiiiniininn 8
Nice Life in the Village by Ewaz Ali Ikhlassi .c..ccocvevniiniinniann. 9
Good Change by Xavier Hummel .........cooooiiii . 10
My Visit to Washington D.C. by Nerva Principal.................... 10
My Life in Charlottesville by Hikmat Alasfoor.........c....oecouiin 11
Christ Changed My Life by Lynn Smith...............oo. 12
The Little Mikey by Anabel Gaona Arroyo ....c.cooeevvvivnvinniinnnenn. 14
My Story by Natalia Lemus ....ccoevveniiniiiiiiiiiiiicneeeeee 15
Confessions of an Ex-Extrovert by Howell Done................... 16
It Was a Good Year by Najibeh Ghasemi........coooeviiiiininiinn, 19
Story for My Grandmother by Jose Carlos Angel Lopez......... 20
My Son and His Passion for Fishing by Norma Pineda.......... 21
My Early Life by Mary Njogu......ccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiincncc 23
My Name by Raihana Ikhlassi...cccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 24
Let’s Take a Walk! by Paola Lopez Jarami .....ocoveniiiiiinininis 25

LV



2

| Am a Weaver by Bridget Nicholson.........cooooiiiin 28
The Wish to Learn by Nar Maya Gurung........c.ccooeenviiniiiniinnnnn. 29
Chinese Traditional Culture and Complete Fusion of Food—

Dumplings by Yan Li...ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 30
My Goals 2023 by Tony Song......ccoeeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic 31
The Soldier’s Story by Mohammad Naeem Gojar.................... 33
I Am From by Atiqullah Bana.....coocooeiiiiiiiiiiiin 35
My Dream House by Mohammad Fayez Noori ......ccoceevenvinninnins 36
My Childhood in Afghanistan

by Havva Mohammad Zadeh.............ooooi, 37
You Gotta Draw What You See by David Chambers................ 39
Dia De Muertos by Liliana Abundio........ccoeeviiiiiiiinininn 40
My New Life in Virginia by Esra Yavuz......c...cooooiiiininnn 41
I am Thankful by Bagher Alizadeh ................ 42
Miracle Cat by Ferial Abou Kalam.........ooooiiiiiiiiiin 43
True Beauty Is Found Not In the Exception

but in the Common Place by Afaf ............c.oi. 45
Two Warriors by Sami Atarouwa.......ccoeeeviiiiiiiniinnn, 47
How Can You Support Literacy Volunteers? ......................... 48

The Joy of Writing 2023 M



